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; _ JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
JANUARY 1, 1979 
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The United States of America and the People's 
Republic of China have agreed to recognize each other 
and to establish diplomatic relations as of January 1, 1979. 


The United States of America recognizes the Govern- 
ment of the People's Republic of China as the sole legal 
Government of China. Within this context, the people 

‘of the United States will maintain cultural, commercial, 
and other unofficial relations with the people of Taiwan. 

The United States of America and the People's 
Republic of China reaffirm the principles agreed on by 
the two sides in the Shanghai Communigue and Smpnagaee 
once again that: 


-~ Both wish to reduce the danger of international 
military conflict. 


if 


-~ Neither should seek hegemony in the Asia- 
+ Pacific region or in any other region of 
* the world and each is opposed to efforts 
: by any other country or group of countries 
to establish such hegemony - : 


of any third party or. to enter into agree~ 
‘ments or understandings with the other 
directed at other states. 


‘=-~ -The Government of the United States of 
America acknowledges the Chinese position 
that there is but one China and Taiwan 
is part of China. 


‘-- Both believe that normalization of Sino- 
American relations is not only in the 
interest of the Chinese and American 
peoples but also contributes to the cause 

_. ©£ peace in Asia and the world. 
The United’ States of America and the People's Republic 
of China will. exchange Ambassadors and establish Embassies 

‘ on March 1, 19739. : 


| 

t 
, Neither is ’ prepared to ego eee on behalf : : 
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As of January 1, 1979, the United States of America 
recognizes the People's Republic of China,as the sole 
‘legal government of China. On the same date, the People's 
Republic of China accords similar recognition to the 
United States of America. The United States thereby 


establishes _Giplomatic relations with the: i dala s Republic 
of China. 


On that same date, January 1, 1975,,the United States 
of America will notify Taiwan that it is terminating diplo- 
matic relations and that the Mutual Defense Treaty between 
‘the U.S. and the Republic of China is being terminated in 
accordance with the provisions of the Treaty. The United 
States also states that it will be withdrawing its remain- 
ing military personnel from Taiwan within. four months. 


In the future, the American people and the people 
of Taiwan will maintain commercial, cultural, and other 
relations without official government representation and 
without diplomatic relations. 


The Administration will seek adjustments to our laws 
. and regulations to permit the maintenance of commercial, 
cultural, and other non-govermental relationships in the 
new circumstances that will exist pce normalization. 


The United States ‘is confident that fhe people of . 
Taiwan face a péaceful and prosperous future. The United 
States continues. to have an interest in the peaceful 

‘resolution of the Taiwan issue and expects that the Taiwan 
. issue will be Gores peacefully by the-Ghinese themselves. 


The United States believes ;that.the establishment of | : 
Giplomatic relations with the People!seRepublic will con- 
‘tribute to the welfare of the American. people, ‘to the 


‘-~> stability of Asia where the United States, has major. 
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security and economic interest, ang ;to the peace of the 
entire world. 
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January 1, 1979- 





: . ; As of January 1, 1979, the Feople's Republic of China and 
ss the United States of America recognize each other and establish 
" diplomatic relations, thereby ending the Prolonged abnormal 
relationship between them. This is a historic event in 
' $ino-U.S. relations. - 


‘As is known to all, the Government of the People's Republic 
of China is the sole legal government of China and Taiwan is a 
part of China. The question of Taiwan was the crucial issue 
obstructing the normalization of relations between China and © 
the United States. It has now been resolved between the two 
. countries in the spirit of the Shanghai Communigue and through 
their joint efforts, thus enabling the normalization of relations 
' SO ardently desired by the people of the two countries. As for 
the way of bringing Taiwan back to the embrace of the motherland 


and reunifying the country, it is entirely China's internal 
affair. a 
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At the invitation of the U.S. Government, Teng Hsiao-p'ing, 
Vice Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of 
’ China, will pay an official visit to the United States in 
January 1979, with a view to further promoting the friendship 


) between the two peoples and good relations between the two 
‘ - . countries. oS % ; yen 
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Apprbtee eet &ed States-China Relations: The Process of Normalization 
On. 


of Relations: 209S/05)266 RAPRORS ROARS eon Investi- 
gations, House Committee on International Re PTPObES So apes 1975- 


February 1976. ; 
Text or Joint Cosorunique Isaven at Suananat, Fearvary 27, 1972 


President Richard Nixon of the United States of America visited the People's : 
Republic of China at the Invitation of Premier Chou En-lal of the People's 
Republic of China from February 21 to February 28, 1972. Accompanying the : y? . 
President were Mrs. Nixon, U.S. Secretary of State William Rogers, Assistant to : 
the President Dr. Henry Kissinger, and other American officials, 

President Nixon met with Chairman Mlao Tse-tung of the Communist Party of : . 


China on February 21. The two leadera had a serious and frank exchange of . & ra 


slews on Sino-U.S. relations and world affairs. 

During the visit, extensive, earnest and frank discussions were held between 
President Nixon and Premfer Chou En-lai on the normalization of relations 
between the United States of America and the People's Republic of China, as well 
as on other matters of interest to both sides. In addition, Secretary of State 
William Rogers and Forelgn Minister Chi Peng-fel beld talks In the same splrit. 

President Nixon and his party risited Peking and viewed cultural, industriat 
and agricultural sites, and they also toured Hangchow and Shanghai where, con- 
tinolug discussions with Chinese leaders, they viewed similar places of interest, 

The leaders of the People's Republic of China and the United States of America 

- fonnd it deneficial to have this opportunity, after so many years without contact, 
to present candidly to one another thelr views on a variety of issues, They re- 
viewed the. international situation in which important changes and great 
upheavals are taking place and expounded their respective positions and attitudes. 

The U.S. side stated; Peace in Asia and peace in the world requires efforts both 
to rednee immediate tensions and to eliminate the basic causes of conflict, The 
Unite States will work for a just and secure peace: just, because it fulfills the 
asplratlons of peoples and nations for freedom and progress; sécure, because it 
removes the danger of foreign aggression, The United States supports individual 
freedom and social progress for all the peoples of the world, free of outside pres- 
sure or Intervention. The United States believes that the effort to reduce tensions 
is served by improving communication between countries that have different 
ideologies so as to lessen the risks of confrontation through accident, miscaleula-. 
tion or misunderstanding. Countries should treat each other with mutual respect . . +: 
and be willing to compete peacefully, letting performance be the ultimate judge. - °'> 
No country should claim infallibility and each country should be prepared to .* 
reexamine its own attitudes for the common good. The United States stressed - 
thot the neoples of Indochina should be allowed to determine their destiny without 
outside intervention; its constant primary objective has been a negctiated solu- 
tion; the eight-point proposal put forward by the Republic of Vietnam and the 
United States on Janvary 27, 1972 represents a basis for the attainment of that 
objective; in the absence of a negotiated settlement the United States envisages 

- the ultimate withdrawal of all U.S. forces from the region consistent with the 
aim of self-determination for each country of Indochina. The United States wil) 
maintain its close ties with and support for the Republic of Korea; the United 
States will support efforts of the Republic of Korea to seek a relaxation of tene « 
sion and increased communication in the Korean peninsula. The United States 

“places the highest value on its friendly relations with Japan; it will continue to 
develop the existing close bonds, Consistent with the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution of December 21, 1971, the United States favors the continua- 
tlan of the ceasefire between India nnd Pakistan and the withdrawal-of all 
military forces to within their own territories and to their own sides of-the cease 
fire Mne in Jammu and Kashmir; the United States supports the right of the 
peoples of Sonth Asia to shape their own future in peace, free of military threat, 
and without having the area become the subject of great power rivalry. 

_. The Chinese side stated: Wherever there is oppression, there is resistance. 
Countries want Independence, nations want liberation and the people want revolu- 
tlon—fthis has become the Irresistible trend of bistory, All nations, big or small, 


should be equal; big nations should not bully the amall and strong nations should | 
not bully the weak. China will never be a superpower and it opposea hegemony 
and power politics of any kind. The Chinese side stated that it firmly supports 
the struggles of all Che oppressed people and nations for freedom and liberation 
and that the people of al! conntriey have the right tu choose their social systems 
according to their own wishes and the right to safeguard the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial Jotegrity of their own countries and oppose foreign 
aggression, luterference, control and subversion. All foreign troapy should be 
withdrawn to their own countries. ; 

The Chinese side expressed its firm support ta the peaples of Vietnau, Laos and 
Cambodia In their efforts for the attainment of their posal aud its frm support to 
the seven-polot proposal of the Provisioual Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Vietnam and the elaborntion of February this yeur on the two 
key problems In the proposal, and to the Joint Declaration of the Sumuit Con- 
ference of the Induchinese Peuples. It firmly supports the eight-polut program for 
the pevceful unification of Koreas put forward by the Government of the Demon . 
cratic People’s Republic of Koren on April 12, 1971, and the stand for the aboli- 
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“2° DOCUMENTS AND BACKGROUND stds 4. V4 


Hon of the “U.N, Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Kurea,” It 
licsmly opposes the revival'and outward expansion of Japanese militarism and 


. firindy supports the Japanese peuple'’s desire to build an independent, democratic, 


Qeacefol and neutral Japan, It fimnly maintains that India and Pakistan should, 
ly uceurdance With the United Nations resolutions on the India-Pakistan ques- 
Hon. Junmediately withdraw all their forces to their respective territories anid ta 


*| thelr awn sides of the ceasefire line i Jammu and Kashmir and firmly supports 


the Pakistan Government and people in their struggle to preserve their indepen. 

Chee and sovercignty and the people of Jaumu and Kashmir in their struggle tor 

the sicht of selfaletermination, : 
‘There nre esxential differences between China and the United States in tieir 


“pawl xystems aul foreign poticies. Howerer, the twa sides agreed that countrics, 


regardless of their social systems, should conduct their relations on the principles 
of respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states, non-aggres- 
jon agtiust other statex, non-interference in the internal affairs of other states, 
exttlity and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence. International disputes 
xhould be settled on this basis, without resorting to the use or threat of force. The 
United States and the People’s Republic of China are prepared to apply these 
Principles to their mutual relations, ; 

With these principles of international relations in mind the two sides stated 


_ that; 


Progress foward the normalization of relations between China abd the United 
States isin the interests of all countries ; : 

Both wish to reduce the danger of international military conflict ; 

Neither should seek hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region and each Is opposed ta 
efforts hy auy other country or group of countries to establish such hegemony ; and 

Neither is prepared to negotiate on behalf of any third party or to enter inta 
agrecments or wnderstandings with the other directed at other states. 

Both sides are of the view that it would be against the interests of the peoples 


of the world for any snajor country to collude with another against other countries, ° 


or fur inajer comutcies to divide up the world inte spheres of iuterest. 
The two sides reviewed the long-standing serious disputes between Chir.a’ and 
the United States, The Chinese side reaffirmed its position: The Taiwan question 


* fy the erncial question obstructing the normalization of relations between Chinn 


and We Tuite States; the Government of the People’s Republic of China is the 
soles legal government of China; Taiwan is a province of China which has Jong 
heen returned te the motherland; the liberation of Taiwan is ‘China's internal 


affair in which no ether country has the right to Interfere; and all U.S, forces and . 


military luxtallations must be withdrawn from Tajwan. The Chinese Government 
firmly -appoxes any ‘activities which alm at the creation ‘of “one China, one 
Tatwan,” “oe China, two governments,” “two Chinas," and “independent 
Tulwan? or adveente that “the status of Talwan remains to be determined.” 

The US side declared: The United States acknowledges that all Chinese on 
eltber side of the Taiwan Strait maintain there is bnt ane China and that 
Taiwan fsa part of China, The United States Government does not challenge that 
position, It reaffirms its interest ina peaceful settlement of the Taiwan question 
by the Chinese themselves. With this prospect in mind, it affirms the ulthnate 


objective of the withdrawal of all U.S. forces and military installations from 


Tulwan, In the menntime, {t will progressively reduce its forces and wilitary 


’ {ustallations on Taiwan as the tension In the area'‘diminishes. : 


The two sides agreed that it fs desirable to broaden the understanding between 
the two penples, To this end, they discussed specific areas In such fields as science, 
technology, cniture, sports and journalism, in which people-to-people contacts 


cand exchanges would lhe mutually beneficial, Each side undertakes to facilltate 
_ the further development of such contacts and exchanges, 


Roth sides view bilateral trade as another area fram-which mutual henefit can 
be derived, and greed that cconmnic relations based on equality and mutual 
benefit are In the Interest of the peoples of the two countries, They agree to 
faciiitate the progressive development of trade between thels two conntries, 

The two sides agreed that they will stay In contact through various channels, 

including the sending of a senlor U.S. representative to Peking from time to time 
for concrete consultations te further the normatization of relatfons between the 
two countries and canfinue to exchange views on Issues of common interest, 
~The two sides expressed the hope that the gains achieved during this -visit 
work! epen up new prospects for the relations between the two connl ries. They 
believe that the normalization of relations between the (wo countries is not anly 
In the Interest of the Chinese and American peoples but also contributes to the 
relaxation of tension jn Asia and the world. : 

Prosident Nixon, Mrs. Nixon and the American party expressed (heir apprecin- 
tion for the gracious hospitality shown them by the Government and people of the 
People’s Republic of China. : F 
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